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to gather all denominations for united, brotherly relief work
on behalf of the people dying of starvation in Russia.
The Committee made it its main task to enlighten world
public opinion on the real position in the Russian famine areas
and the necessity of joint action. In anticipation of joint relief
action the Committee gives what assistance it can by forwarding
private food parcels, an aim which has been vigorously pursued
since August 1934. I was made Honorary Secretary of the
Committee immediately after its formation.
It was my task to tell the facts about the Russian famine and
its consequences in full detail. While writing the book, however,
I found that the magnitude of the famine was such that separate
treatment of its various phases was essential, the most important
task being to show how the sudden catastrophe of the first
period turned gradually into a kind of "normal" state of affairs.
I further realized in the course of writing that this description
by itself would not suffice to make the events intelligible, and
that I should have to provide a special explanation of the causqs
other than natural which led to the famine. Further, I had to
deal with its chief consequences, and with the reasons which
made it possible to keep world public opinion in the dark as to
the facts and which influenced the attitude of the non-Com-
munist states in this purely humanitarian question.
Thus the original description of the catastrophe has turned
into a book dealing with the whole group of questions con-
nected with the deaths from famine in the Soviet Union and
with the problem of relief. My first chapter on the causes of
the famine deals with Moscow's economic policy, which led
to these events. The second chapter deals with the catastrophe
and describes this scourge in all its phases. The chapter on
the national struggle completes this aspect and covers the
position of the nationalities, with special reference to the
Ukrainians and to the systematic campaign now being carried
out against this group with the help of the famine.
Chapter iv deals with Moscow's methods; its object is